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Brief Outline of the Book

Kumbhalgarh fort is situated in Kelwara tehsil of Rajsamand district in Rajasthan, about 80 km

north-west of Udaipur. The fort is located on the range of Aravalli hills at an elevaƟon of about

1100 m above the sea level.

The wall of the fort stretches over 36 km, 15 feet wide and is believed to be the second longest

conƟnuous wall aŌer the Great Wall of China. It was declared a UNESCO world heritage site under the

group “Hill Forts of Rajasthan.”

“Wonderful India – Kumbhalgarh, The MajesƟc” is a picture book based on the world heritage site,

the Mewar fortress. This book is an aƩempt to express the authors’ perspecƟve on the magnificent

framework of the fortress through their photography. Capturing the intrinsic spots, the book offers

the breathtaking and panoramic picturesque of the fort’s structure.
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About Kumbhalgarh Fort

The massive structure was built during the 15 th century by Maharana Kumbha and hence the fort

derived it’s name. It was built on the ruins of the fort built by the second son of emperor Ashoka,

SampraƟ and it took about 15 years to complete the development. (1443 to 1458 AD). The fort is also

the birth place of Maharana Pratap, the great warrior of Mewar. The invincible fortress is shielded

by the hills of the Aravalli range, forƟfied mammoth gateways like senƟnels and steel ramparts being

folded within each other with walls empowered by arched basƟons and colossal watch towers. The

inside of the fortress comprise of temples and other monuments.

The Gateways:

The fort is accessible from south through Aret Pol followed by Halla Pol, Hanuman Pol, Ram Pol and

Vijay Pol. Further, accessibility is from the east gateway known as DanibaƩa, which connects Mewar

with Marwar.

The other entrances include Bhairon Pol, Nimboo Pol and Paghra Pol through which Badal Mahal,

the palace of clouds can be approached. The top of the fort offers an astonishing bird’s eye view of

the sand dunes of Aravalli range.

The Temples & important structures:

The fortress consists of several groups of temples devoted to Hindu and Jain religious. The fortress has

over 360 temples, of which 300 of them are ancient Jain temples and the remaining Hindu temples.

Some of the important temples include Ganesh temple, Vedi temple, Neelkanth Mahadev temple,

Kheda Devi temple (Mataji), Parsvanatha temple, Bawan Devi temple, Golero group of temples,

Mamadeo temple, Pitalia Dev temple and Surya Mandir.

The other important monuments within the fort includes the birth place of Mahrana Pratap,

Kumbha Palace, Top Khana, Lakhola Tank, Badshahi Bavdi, other reservoirs, wells, ancients bunds, etc.
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Folk Tales

Story of human sacrifice:

According to myth, the initial development of the fort could not progress due to various constraints

and Rana Kumbha faced several failure aƩempts. The Maharana became concerned and decided to

consult his spiritual Guru.

The Guru advised him that the obstacles shall be removed only when someone voluntary presents

himself to a human sacrifice. Alarmed by this fact, the king became worried. To help the king, the

Guru offered himself to the sacrifice and asked for the king’s consent.

He stopped aŌer walking for about 36 km where he was beheaded. As advised by him, a temple

was built where his head fell, the main gate known to be Hanuman Pol which contains a shrine. The

wall and the fort were commissioned where the rest of his body lay.

Story of consumpƟon of fifty kilos of ghee:

Another interesƟng story is about the consumpƟon of fifty kilos of ghee. The legends believe that

Rana kumbha used to burn huge lamps that consumed about fifty kilos of ghee and about a hundred

kilos of coƩon to enable the farmers to work at night.
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Ram Pol

The mammonth gateway of the fortress.
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Halla Pol

The fort is accessible from south through Halla Pol. It has a downward

slope and is the most defying gateways of the fort, named aŌer the

invaders, the Mughals in 1567.
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Hanuman Pol

Hanuman Pol is the remarkable gateways of the fortress which contains

a shrine of Hanuman brought by Rana Kumbha from Mandavpur from

Marwar and a temple to honour the great human sacrifice.
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Vedi Temple
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According to the folklore, Vedi temple is commemorate to the great

human sacrifice. Built by Maharana Kumbha in 1457 AD, to perform

the ceremonies aŌer the commission of the fortress. The structure

faces west direcƟon, is a two storied architecture raised on a high

plaƞorm octagonal plane with thirty six pillars reinforcing the domical

vault. The structure was later renovated by Mahrana Fateh Singh.

Vedi Temple
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Triple Shrine Temple

Established to the east of Vedi Temple, is a three shrines temple which

consists of a sanctum, porƟco and mandapa with a ceiling engraved

with frieze of swans and deities on the brackets.
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Kheda Devi Temple

Located on the south of Neelkanth Mahadev Temple, is the Kheda

Devi Temple. It is also known as Mataji Temple.
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Parswanath Temple

Built during 1451 AD by Nar Singh Pokhad in Vikrama Samvat, it has

an idol of about three feet high of the lord Parswanath, the Jaina

Tirthankara surrounded by two more idols of red stones on its either

side.
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Neelkanth Mahadev Temple

Renowned for its monolith central shrine Shiva Linga, the temple was

erected during 1458 AD on the eastern side of Vedi temple, is one of the

major aƩracƟons in the fortress. The Shiva Lingam is about 4–5 feet high

made of black KasoƟ stone, approachable through a rectangular compound

and through a structure supported by 24 huge pillars. The engravings

on the leŌ pillar of the western gate demonstrate that the temple was

revamped by Rana Sanga.
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Neelkanth Mahadev Temple is sarvtobhadra, with entrances in all the

direcƟons. Nandi, is positioned at the western entrance of the temple.
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Shiva Lingam, the central shrine in the garbhagriha.

23



24



Ganesh Temple

Ganesh temple was built during the time of Rana Kumbha, on a 12

feet high plaƞorm situated along the path leading to the palaƟal

complex. According to a carving of Kirƫ-Stambha of ChiƩorgarh

fort, it is claimed that Maharana Kumbha sanctified an image of lord

Ganesha in this temple.
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Laxmi Narayan Temple
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Bhairav Pol
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Colossal watch tower
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Chaugan Pol
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Pagda Pol

The Pagda Pol is the fifth gateway where the cavalry

assembled.
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Top Khana, the Cannon

Foundry
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The Top Khana comes across the path to the palaƟal complex

aŌer the Chaugan Pol and is apparently believed to have a

hidden passage.

39



The Fortress
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Kumbha Palace

Way to Kumbha Palace
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Located in the close proximity to Pagda Pol, Kumbhal Palace was

the palace of Rana Kumbha. It is one of the excellent frameworks of

Rajputana architecture. It is a two storied premises with an elegant

durbar hall and comprise of two rooms, open spaces and a corridor

in the middle. The rooms have jharokas (skylight, an overhanging

enclosed balcony) and windows in stones. The most eminent aƩribute

is the washrooms with venƟlaƟon system that allowed fresh air in the

rooms while they were in use.
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Badal Mahal, The

Palace of Clouds
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Entrance door to the palaƟal complex
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Narrow staircases leading to the roof top of

Badal Mahal
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Interior view of Badal Mahal
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Built by Rana Fateh Singh in 19 th century (1855–1930 AD), it is the

highest point of the fortress. It is a two storied structure split into

two prominent interconnecƟons viz. the Zanana Mahal, the segment

for female members and the Mardana Mahal, the segment for male

members of the princely family. The palace is accessible by mounƟng

narrow staircases to the terrace. The palace is beautified with exquisite

wall arts. The Zanana Mahal has stone matrix from where the queen

used to see the court’s proceeding and other businesses in private.
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Golero Group of Temples

Located adjoining to Bawan Devi temple, Golero group of temples

are the significant temples devoted to the Jain religion. The structure

comprise of about nine shrines encompassed by a circular wall.

Externally, the shrines are enriched with aestheƟc carved sculpture of

god and goddess. The architectural framework accredits the memorial

to the era of Maharana Kumbha.
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Other Temples near the Fortress
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Kumbhalgarh, The MajesƟc
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